SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
starvation only of small proportions.   Under these
circumstances, which apply in England and America
to-day, successful armed revolution is not possible. If
we eliminate the strong probability of war, during
which anything whatever may happen, it is not possible
for the masses of people, with food in their bellies, to
experience the necessary psychological conditions for
bloody revolution.   All attempts to cultivate such a
mood, by means of speech and writing, are doomed to
failure.   Moreover, the cultivation of revolutionary
fervour among the 'T,umpen-proletariat," the few
hundred thousands of the permanently unemployed,
the misfits, the declassed intellectuals, can have only
the disastrous effect of alienating the ordinary workers
in employment. The ordinary workers are suspicious
always of the declassed intellectual, the student writer,
the permanently unemployed, the faded.  Only when
such ordinary workers and their comrades are actually
starving, that is to say, actually dying rapidly of
hunger, is it possible for the psychological seeds of
insurrection to be sown in circumstances such as I
have described above. Thus, in America, in England,
in Germany and in France, barring war, real Com-
munist revolution is not possible. In these countries
riots and conspiracies may occur, but the absence of
actual destitution on a nation-wide scale lends itself to
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